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t's around six in the morning, The sky is tangerine, the lush
and verdant grounds of the lodge are sdll doapping with dew. The
tropical quiet is deafening to ears more accustomed to honking
horns and police sitens. Photographer Sye Williams and 1 are much
maore accustomed to the late day sun, if you get my drift, but the
idea of snorkeling in tropical waters and eating lunch on an island
barely larger than a foothall field nine miles out to sea was mativa-
tion enough for our daybreak deparoure.

Pico Bonito is timmed by plantations of coffee and cacao trees,
which are further surrounded by miles of Dole pineapple fields. As
Sve and 1 bounce past these fields in a small white Toyota van 1o
out boat docked at Sambo Creel, our guide tells us a bit about life
in La Ceiba. Rumbling past ramshackle houses with earthen floors,
corrugated roofs, and chickens running around the yard, teving to
psveh myself up for the roughly one hour ride to the islands in a
tailbone-crunching fberglass skiff pushed by a couple of high-
strung Evinrude 405, we learn that the thousands of workers toiling
in the fields for Dale generally earn around two hundred dollars per
month. e

Talk about 4 buzz-kill. Just yesterday, after parking my Cirrus SR22
Tutbo at La Ceiba airport under the tail of an old Boeing 737

with painted over Delta markings, T was hit with a you're-on-our-
turf-now-and-we-got-you fuel price of abour $6.50 per gallon, OF
course, the fuel guys also preferred 1 pay cash. So [ forked over a
couple chai lattes short of two months salary ora pineapple field
worker's pay in La Ceiba, for one tank of gas. It was quite a reality
check, These are the kinds of lessons it's hard to put a price on, and
it's one of the reasons a journey like this is so worthwhile,

T had just flown in from Tikal, Guatemala, where I met up with
the pilots, spouses and friends flying five other planes. We were
participating in an Adr Journey-gscorted tour called Journey o the
Yucatan. I figured it would be fun and adventurous, and with the
way things were going already, it certainly was an adventure. . just
not the one I expected when 1 signed on the dotted line.

I've always preferred to travel on my own - not in a group or on a
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guided tour, I rather like to think of travel as
more af a journey, for a journey expands hord-
zong, A journey fosters personal growth, some-
times taking you out of your comfore zone, 1
love journeys. But T hate tours, so 1 was initally
skeptical of Air Journey, thinking this was just
a glodfed bus tour to some forelgn land.

1 was wrong, When T signed on for the Yucatan
trip and began to correspond with Thierry
Pouille, the friendly founder and Grand Pooh Bah of Adr Joueney,
1 learned what a first-class operation Air Journey really is, both in
the air and on the ground. Not only do they assist pilots in getting
all the proper paperwork in order for international flight, includ-
ing distributing a binder with pre-completed ICAO flight plans and
graphical printouts of routes from Jeppesen’s FliteStar, they also
furnish pilots with a handy checklist that takes the mystery out of
what to expect when fying across international borders. Like, do 1
need an FCC radio license?

Technically, yes, I've got one and it's never seen the light of day. Air
Journey practically holds your hand all the way through the flying
patt of the trip, and through the sometimes frustrating bureaveracy
and paperwork when crossing borders and entering or rransiting
countries. And when you're flving in foreign lands, trying to make
sense of controller accents while aviating, navigating and commu-
nicating, you really appreciate how Air Journey has helped prepare
you for the flight. Tn reality, Aving around Central America is no
swear, provided you're up on flving VOR radials and can position
report, since that's usually how they keep track of you, Away from
the larger cities, there’s not much radar coverage in this paee of the
world,

Adr Journey runs a tight ship and is well arganized. Thierey kept
track of our group’s progress via satellite tracking equipment, held
a thorough pre-departure briefing, including emergency procedures
for those looking at a long over-water leg from Florida, and, once
we reached our destination, Air Journey had the local knowledge

to offer a terrific travel experience to even the most jaded traveler.







